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Red, White & You –
Allandale’s Famous 4th
of July Parade!
We still need
volunteers!

Red, White & You—Allandale’s
Famous 4th of July Parade!

I

t’s coming up fast! The 57th Annual Allandale 4th of
July Parade will assemble at 8:30 a.m. at the corner of
White Rock & Bullard Drive. Neighbors gather to
watch along the route, which goes down Bullard to Gullett’s
track field. Any neighbor can be in the parade as a walker,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Reminder on the New
2016 Shoal Creek
AllandaleNeighbor.com! Conservancy Awards
Laura Beck

Kata Carbone

H

W

opefully you’ve all checked out the
new web site for the Allandale
Neighbor at allandaleneighbor.com and
like the improvements, changes.
Now, finally, you can join or renew
your ANA membership online with any
major credit card, and with reminders
and automatic renewal options. Local
businesses can now join our directory for
just $100 per year. Please sign up for
automatic email updates when new content is published on the website (fill out
the form in the footer of the site). Please
watch the event calendar for things like
the upcoming 4th of July parade.

Reminder on how to Log In
ANA members in good standing seeking to log into the site will need to have
the system email you your initial password. Simply go to the bottom of any
page in the footer and click on the “forCONTINUED ON PAGE 4

e thank Shoal Creek Conservancy
for recognizing Tzu Chi Collegiate
Association (TCCA) at the Annual Shoal
Creek Awards ceremony on May 17. Jack
Fan and Michelle Zhang were presented
the “Good Neighbor Award” on behalf
of TCCA for their commitment to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

Volunteers Needed for
ANA Nominating
Committee; New Leaders
Needed for ANA Executive
Committee
Scott Ehlers

H

ave you been wanting to get more
involved the Allandale Neighborhood Association but feel you just don’t
have the time? If you can spare a few
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Mike Nink, 512.656.0058 or allandale.neighborhood@gmail.com

S

chool is out and summer is finally
here. Even though this might be the
time to relax and take a break, there is
still a lot going on.

July 4th Parade
Plans are well underway for the July 4
parade. If you would like to help the
neighborhood, yet can’t commit to an
ongoing volunteer role, the parade may
be perfect for you. Volunteer opportunities include getting the parade participants lined up, judging the entries, and
setting up and taking down sound equipment, tables, etc.—none of which really
require more than an hour of time. Contact Kyle at kmcaden@gmail.com to volunteer.
Northwest Pool Update
As many of you have probably seen by
now, the pool is open for business! Austin
Parks and Recreation will hold its official
ribbon cutting on Saturday June 25th.
The improvement project was completed
with $350k in funding provided in the
FY 2015-2016 budget through District 7
Council Member Leslie Pool. Council
Member Pool provided momentum for

this appropriation as part of Council
‘Block Funding’, with the primary scope
of the project to address existing health
and safety concerns, improve the visitor
experience and pedestrian environment
around the pool, and increase the operating efficiency.

ANA Executive Committee Needs
Volunteers
Do you like the changes you’re seeing
in the neighborhood and surrounding
area? Do you like the traffic on Shoal
Creek, Burnet Road, Anderson Lane, or
45th Street? What about that house that
was demolished to make way for a
duplex? Would you like to see safer
streets, better parks, or safer pedestrian
paths? Wouldn’t a movie in the park be a
fun idea? These are the things that the
ANA works on, but it can’t be done without volunteers. We have a lot of seats
both on the Executive Committee and
general committees that we need to fill
and we need you. Contact Scott if you
are interested in volunteering: scottehlers@mac.com. z
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The Allandale Neighbor is published and distributed bimonthly by the ANA. Contact our ad
coordinator at 512-348-8237 or allandaleneighbor@gmail.com for more information.
Your Ad
Size
One time rate
Full Page
7½ x 9¾”
$320
1/2 Page
7½ x 5
$225
$116
1/4 Page
35/8 x 4½
$72
Business Card
35/8 x 2
We prefer digital files, at least 300 pixels (TIFF or PDF best). We can create or alter your ad
for a nominal charge. For an additional $60 we will create an online ad to place on the
Allandale web site: www.allandaleneighbor.com.
* a 10% discount is offered on three or more ads.

BUG OFF! Fleas!
Wizzie Brown

F

leas are ectoparasites, and females
require a blood meal to produce eggs.
After feeding on a host, females can produce about 30-50 eggs per day that fall
off the host animal and into carpeting or
other areas of the home or outside in
areas where the animal frequents. Larvae
feed on organic matter as well as partially
digested blood excreted by the adult fleas.
After fleas pupate, they hatch out of the
cocoon in about two weeks, but pupae
can remain dormant for up to five
months waiting for a host.
A proper flea management program has
two parts—managing fleas on pets, and
managing fleas in the environment. A
veterinarian should be consulted about
flea control for pets; there are numerous
products on the market that work well.
Grooming the animal with a flea comb or
bathing it can help reduce flea numbers.
When you find fleas on a pet, you most

likely will need to treat the pet, inside the
home, and the yard. Treatment should be
targeted to areas where the pet likes to
hang out.
Fleas found in and around homes that
do not have pets may be coming from
wildlife. The attic and crawl spaces
should be inspected to see if wildlife has
moved into the area, bringing fleas with
them. Wildlife should be removed with
traps and the area treated with an insecticide labeled for fleas. After wildlife is
removed, the area should be sealed so that
wildlife cannot move in again.
It is also possible for new homeowners
with no pets to have flea problems. This
usually results from previous owners having pets. Fleas can remain dormant for
several months and become active again
when they sense vibrations from hosts.
Inside, vacuum regularly, getting under
furniture and along baseboards to reduce

flea eggs, larvae and pupae. Place the vacuum bag in a sealed plastic bag and throw
it away in an outdoor garbage can at least
once a week so fleas do not hatch and reinfest the home. Wash pet bedding in hot
water. Bathe pets regularly and use a flea
comb to remove fleas. Avoid walking pets
in known flea infested areas.
Outside, pesticide treatments should
target areas where pets frequent. Full sun
areas do not need to be treated, as fleas
will not remain in these areas. When
treating for fleas, you need to treat at least
two times. The second treatment should
occur 10-14 days after the initial treatment.
For more information or help with
identification, contact Wizzie Brown,
Texas AgriLife Extension Service Program
Specialist at 512.854.9600. Check out
my blog at www.urban-ipm.blogspot.
com. z

We are in the Neighborhood!
7528 Burnet Rd, Austin, TX, 78757

Proudly Serving Allandale Since 1967

AUTO REPAIR YOU CAN TRUST.

Give us a call!

(512) 454-3454

FREE Brake Inspection

How are your tires?

Are your brakes
squeaking, grinding,
slipping?

Come see our
competitive quotes!
Cannot combine with any other offers. See store for details. Expires

8/31

Oil Change & Seasonal Check-Up

$29.95

● Brake & Coolant Fluid Check
● Power Steering Fluid Check
● Battery & Tire Pressure Check
● Belts & Hoses Check
● Air, Fuel & Cabin Filters Check

Up to 5 qts. of synthetic blend motor oil & new oil filter. Additional qts. and/or
name brands oils extra. Plus Sales Tax and Disposal Fees. Expires 8/31

Cannot combine with any other offers. Expires

State Inspection

$5 OFF

Receive $5 OFF regularly state mandated fee for annual emissions inspection.
Regular Price $18.50. Expires 8/31
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Red, White & You—
Allandale’s Famous 4th of
July Parade!

Volunteers Needed for ANA Nominating Committee; New
Leaders Needed for ANA Executive Committee

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

hours this summer, you can help choose
the new leadership of ANA by joining the
Nominating Committee.
The ANA relies on neighbors who are not
on the board to choose the new Executive
Committee (EC) through the Nominating
Committee. According to ANA bylaws, the
Nominating Committee needs five members, only two of whom can be on the EC.
We are looking for three volunteers to provide a few hours of their time this summer
to review applications and nominate some
“worthy individuals” to serve on the ANA
EC. If you are interested or know someone
who might be interested in helping, contact
the Nominating Committee Chair, Scott
Ehlers, at scottehlers@mac.com.
The EC is the principal governing and
policy-making body of the ANA and consists of the president, the vice-president, the
secretary, the treasurer, and seven directors.
Because several EC members are being
termed out this year, there will be FOUR
vacancies on the EC for 2016-2017. If you
are interested in shaping and preserving the
future of Allandale, please consider applying.

rider of bikes, scooters, in wagons, etc.,
with a pet, decorated in holiday best for
the judges. You can also have a float, car,
or truck. There is no official entry process, just assemble at 8:30 a.m.
We still need volunteers to help coordinate the Fourth of July Parade for:
 Parade Logistics: set-up, on-site coordination of attendees, floats, groups, etc.;
 Event Logistics: Pre-event organization
such as securing fire truck, constable,
vendors, permits—all information and
processes will be provided;
 Parade Judges;
 Sponsorship: Call list of previous sponsors for parade prize donations—all
information will be provided.
 Clean up! Whether formal or not, you
can help here, just picking up trash on
Bullard so those neighbors get back to
normal after the parade marches through.
Please let us know if you are able and
willing to help out. We can’t do this without your help. z

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

To be on the EC you need to be:
1. a resident of Allandale;
2. a voting member in good standing
of the Allandale Neighborhood
Association; and,
3. the only member of your household on the EC, since no more
than one member of a household
may be on the EC at any one time
according to the bylaws.
Terms of EC members are for one year,
and you can serve up to three consecutive
years ( however, a President in their third
consecutive year may may serve a fourth
consecutive year).
According to ANA’s bylaws, we are
looking for a balanced EC with respect to
geographic residence, age, gender, occupation, and areas of expertise, as well as
interest in the goals of the ANA. The
term of the new EC members will begin
upon their election at the Annual General
Meeting in September.
For more information, contact Scott
Ehlers, at scottehlers@mac.com. Applications are due by July 31. z

LOOKING
FOR A
PLACE TO
BELONG?
FOUR WORSHIP SERVICES WEEKLY:
Redeemer.net
1500 W
Anderson Ln
512-459-1500
4

Thursday: 6:30pm
Sunday: 8am; 9:30am; 10:45am
Sunday School: 9:30am

Redeemer School
Revolving Yearly Enrollment

featuring small classes
including more teachers-to-child ratio

(call 512-451-6478 or apply online at RedeemerSchool.net)

2016 Shoal Creek Conservancy Awards
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

improving the Allandale Shoal
Creek Greenbelt (photo of
Jack and Michelle by Ted Lee
Eubanks). Other Shoal Creek
award recipients this year
were:
 Austin Fire Department,
“Hero Award” for saving
the lives of people caught
in rapidly rising flood
waters;
 Whole Foods Market,
“Keystone Award” for
offering zero-interest loans
to businesses impacted by
the 2015 Memorial Day
flood;
 Shoal Creek Saloon,
“Business of the Year
Award” for their longtime





commitment to beautifying the trail and creek;
Austin Youth River
Watch, “People’s Choice
Award” for water quality
testing in shoal creek;
Andrew Sansom, “Bob
Armstrong Award for Lifetime Achievement in Conservation” for his long
career of conservation leadership.

The Shoal Creek Conservancy was formed in 2013 to
help improve Shoal Creek for
all Austinites, present and
future. See www.shoalcreekconservancy.org for more
information. z
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WE NEED YOU

to help with our 4th of July parade! Email
allandale.neighborbood@gmail.com for more info.

As a Realtor, I often have the greatest pleasure of watching people take bold steps toward a
new path in their life. Sometimes the path leads to an exciting adventure, some paths
change unexpectedly or are unwanted but one thing is for sure; change requires courage.
Do you have a new path awaiting you that involves selling, buying, renting or renovating?
If you are thinking….
• About a home away from home
• Larger rooms & natural light
• The ability to scale down & streamline
• Of a high-rise or townhouse
• An expanse of acreage
• The freedom to just lock up & travel
• Surroundings that reßect a new you
Call your Realtor® they can help you navigate this challenge! If you don’t have a
Realtor®, call me. I would love to visit with you. I have helped many people accomplish
their goals.
Jill Brumley, Realtor®
512-914-7774
jill.brumley@evusa.com

Letters
to the
Editor:
We'd love for
readers to submit
newsletter ideas,
stories, and
reactions to articles.
allandaleneighbor
@gmail.com
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Gullett Good News
Debbie Trominski

INTERESTED
IN
ADVERTISING?
We have
reasonable rates!
Reach us at
allandaleneighbor@gmail.com

or 512-348-8247.
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G

ullett is a school like no other place
and our Geckos had a great 20152016 school year. The year ended with
lots of fun activities including the annual
talent show, the half-price book fair, and
the chaotically fun swim party after the
last bell of the school year.
As the year ends, we also say thank you
and best wishes to three amazing teachers
moving on from Gullett: Gina Hampton,
Allison Yturri and Stephanie Childs. All
have had a tremendous impact on countless kids and will be missed.
This summer the campus will be very
busy with the library’s expansion. Early
next school year, in time to celebrate Gullett’s 60th anniversary, we should have a
brand spanking new library that’s even
more awesome than the one we all have
come to know and love.
In addition to the library, expect a few
more new improvements at Gullett this
fall. The school will be getting a new por-

table to house much needed additional
on-campus after care. The entryway will
be getting a fabulous makeover. And, stay
tuned for updates on timing, but the
school day will be at least 8 minutes longer beginning in the fall. We don’t know
yet whether the day will begin earlier or
end later (a non-scientific poll seems to
indicate most parents and kids prefer the
latter).
Upcoming eventsAugust 18, 6:30 to 8:30
p.m.—Back-to-School Skate Party
August 19, 11:00 a.m. to 1 p.m.—Meet
the Teacher and PTA Popsicle Social
August 22—First day of classes. Tardy
bell at 7:45!
August 22, 8:00 a.m.—Gullett 101, Parent Coffee and Kleenex
Ongoing—Check out GullettGeckos.com
for announcements about Kinder play
dates and mom’s happy hours that will
happen throughout the summer to help
the children meet their future classmates
and their parents to begin forming connections. z

More Gullett Good
News, Appreciation for
our Grads

N

inety-seven 5th graders graduated on
June 2 and joined the ranks of other
Gecko Alumni, 60 years worth! To help
these kids celebrate, several neighborhood
businesses gave each graduate a coupon
that combined for a Gullett Graduate
Gift Bag worth—wait for it—$66 per
kiddo! We thank the following businesses
who’ll be supporting our new neighborhood middle schoolers with some fun visits this summer:Amy’s Ice Cream










JOIN ANA

All About Lamar
Gina Ross

I

he Northwest Recreation Center After
School Care Program currently has a
waiting list from both Gullett and Brentwood Elementary Schools. The Northwest
Recreation Center building has space available for more participants, but cannot
expand enrollment without additional
funding for staff and transportation. In a
few months the city budget will come up
for review. With more attention brought
to this matter, it is possible that additional
funds may be released to allow more students to enroll. There is a monthly fee to
attend, but it is one of the least expensive
options for after school care in the neighborhood. If this is of interest to you or
someone you know, please write to District
7 Council Member, Leslie Pool, at District7@austintexas.gov, to let her know
that expansion of this after school care
program is greatly needed for some Gullett
Elementary families. It is a safe and affordable option for after-school care in the
Allandale neighborhood. z

t’s the end of another great school year
at Lamar Middle School and Fine Arts
Academy!
On Saturday, April 16, 2016, Lamar
Middle School and Fine Arts Academy
threw a party to celebrate its 60th anniversary. Former students, faculty and
staff, along with current Scotties, gathered together for a fun-filled afternoon of
remembrance and celebration. The Lamar
Jazz Band, Rockestra and Choir performed some of their favorite tunes from
the last 60 years while Lamar Company
Dance members rocked out on the dance
floor during the sockhop.
Former Scottie students and staff
enjoyed looking through photos and yearbooks on display in the cafeteria and discussed memories from their days at
Lamar. The Senate of the State of Texas
also recognized the Lamar Middle School
educators, staff, and administrators for
carrying on a proud tradition of educational excellence and an accelerated arts
curriculum, through the Senate ProclaCONTINUED ON PAGE 4

512-302-5555
800-252-1310
www.atfcu.org

Join Online Today!

Auto Loans

New, Used, or Refinance
veda, all grown up
girlybird, $29
Now open at The Domain • 11420 Rock Rose, 78758 • (512) 610-7600

as low as



Blue Baker
Galaxy Café
Hat Creek Burger Company
Home Slice Pizza
Mama Fu’s
Rebel Pizza
Salvation Pizza
Taco Deli
Top Notch Hamburgers
Uchiko z

T

photo by alison narro



More Elementary
School News—In Need
of 2016-2017 AfterSchool Care?

1.59

%

Up to
60 Months

1

APR

Annual Percentage Rate. Actual rate may vary depending on
credit qualifications. Rates and terms are subject to change
without notice. Auto loan rate advertised is our lowest rate for the
purchase of a new or used vehicle, or the refinance of an existing
loan from another lender. Federally insured by NCUA.
1
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All About Lamar
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

mation No. 302, which will be proudly
displayed in the office. “It is so pleasing
to know that so many people who have
shaped our society as a whole have come
through Lamar. I was just glad to be a
part of such rich tradition,” said our Principal George Llewellyn.
This Spring, Lamar 8th grade students
visited the Balcones Canyonlands Preserve
on a special field trip opportunity hosted
by the City of Austin. They participated
in an exploratory hike where they
observed the adaptations of native insects
and flowers and experienced a beautiful
overlook of the Colorado River. We thank
the City for this wonderful opportunity!
The Band, Choir, and Orchestra traveled to South Padre for 4 days and 3
nights. Students participated in daily performances, went on a dolphin tour,
enjoyed a day at Schlitterbahn, and a
beach party with a DJ and fireworks. It
was a great way to celebrate all the hard
work and successes of this school year.
This year, Lamar will be saying goodbye
to two very special members of our com-

8

munity. Steven Dwyer has been teaching
at Lamar Middle School for 18 years. He
initially started with a variety of classes
including PE, History, and Social Studies
but quickly settled in to his home in the
Art Department where he has been teaching for the last 16 years. Dwyer has been
not just a teacher, but a mentor and friend
to countless Scotties. He will be moving
elsewhere in Texas to be closer to his family but will miss Lamar and the kids.
Ms. Ola Lewis, our attendance clerk, is
retiring from Lamar after 39 years. Ms.
Lewis keeps the office on track and makes
sure that students have everything they
need to be successful in the classroom.
We thank her so much for her hard work
and dedication to our community! Both
Mr. Dwyer and Ms. Lewis will be greatly
missed and always remembered.
Lamar said goodbye to the 2016 class
of 8th graders on Tuesday, May 31 at the
Advancement ceremony at Delco center.
Friends and families gathered as students
walked the stage for a final time as Lamar
Scotties. Students celebrated with a picnic
and swimming at Northwest Park and
Pool on June 2 before returning to Lamar
for their final bell. Good luck Scotties
wherever next year takes you!

Look out this summer for the 6th
annual Lamar Band Booster Garage Sale.
Please start saving your garage sale worthy
items to donate. Like last year, we will
start collecting items at the Lamar tennis
courts during the week of August 8th.
The sale will take place on Saturday,
August 13th at 7:00 a.m. on the tennis
courts. All proceeds from the sale go to
supporting our amazing band programs.
Thank you for your support. We hope
you have a great Summer!

It’s Knight Time—
McCallum Updates
Jill Whiteside Schavrda

M

acKnightly Newsletter & MAC
Website Transition—This summer,
the MAC PTSA will change the way the
newsletter is distributed and introduce a
new website that will be updated and
more user-friendly. The newsletter will no
longer be sent through Yahoo Groups,
but instead will be sent using MailChimp.
We will try our best to import email
addresses to MailChimp directly to avoid
a separate sign-up. So if you do not wish

to be a part of the transition, please delete
your email address from the Yahoo Group
(MacKnightlyNews-unsubscribe@
yahoogroups.com) after June 1st, when
the last newsletter of the school year will
be sent.

McCallum Fine Arts Academy
Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/mccallumfineartsacademy
2016 McCallum Transition Camp
Transition camp provides an opportunity for students to explore McCallum
before the beginning of the Fall semester.
Campers will become familiar with the
campus layout, class schedule, school policies, and campus support staff. Participation in various activities will introduce
McCallum traditions and opportunities.
Choose one of three sessions: Tuesday,
June 7th at 9:00 a.m. OR 1:00 p.m. OR
Wednesday, June 8th at 9:00 a.m. Transportation will be provided only for the
Wednesday, June 8th session. For more
information, please visit http://macendorsementsinfo.weebly.com/transitioncamp-info.html

violins etc

Incoming Student Orientation
McCallum Fine Arts Academy is offering four orientation opportunities for
incoming students and their familie–.
Please choose one day/time to attend:
 Tuesday, June 7th, 12:00–1:00 p.m.
 Wednesday, June 8th, 12:00–1:00 p.m.
 Thursday, August 11th, 10:00–11:00
a.m.
 Thursday, August 11th, 2:00–3:00 p.m.
Contact the McCallum FAA office for
more information.
New and Transfer Student
Registration
August 9th and 10th, 9:00 a.m. to
6:00 p.m.
MAC Cinematic Arts Program
#ThankATeacher
The MAC Cinematic Arts Program is
in need of important equipment upgrades
to give students access to the latest tools.
Every dollar counts. https://www.gofundme.com/95brao
McCallum Blue Brigade Dance
Camp—It’s time to Kick Up Your
Heels!
August 1st to 5th, 1:30–5:00 p.m.,
McCallum Cafeteria, $90.00. Registration includes t-shirt
& certificate. Dances, fun and games!
Bring a friend or
come make some
new ones.Questions? Contact
Nancy Honeycutt
at nancy.honeycutt@austinisd.org

-Violins - Violas - Cellos - Basses
-Rentals , Repairs and Huge selection
-Local for over 20 years
-Proud Allandale Neighbors!

Summer
Basketball
Camp—Back by
Popular Demand:

Two Sessions! Two Age Groups!
Monday, July 11th to Thursday, July 14th
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. for Campers
Entering 6th or 7th Grade
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. for Campers
Entering 8th or 9th Grade
All sessions hosted by McCallum Basketball Coach Fuentes and the McCallum
Men’s Basketball Team. Basketball Fundamentals, Training Stations, 3 on 3 Play,
Scrimmage Daily.
For more information, visit mccallumbasketball.com. Questions? Contact
David Spradling at diezeit13@yahoo.com.
MAC Football
2016 Summer Speed and Strength
Camp beginning in June
McCallum HS Library
AP recommended reading and other
info: http://mccallumhslibrary.pbworks.
com/w/page/20619951/FrontPage
From the McCallum Library webpage,
“Top 10 books you don’t have to read,
but you just might want to anyway…”
 Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson
 The Fault in Our Stars by John Green
 Eleanor and Park by Rainbow Rowell
 The Absolutely True Diary of a PartTime Indian by Sherman Alexie
 Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card
 Slaughterhouse Five by Kurt Vonnegut
 Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets
of the Universe by Benjamin Saenz
 The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing by M.T. Anderson
 The Giver by Lois Lowry
 The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John
Boyne
Check for additions and updates at the
General Calendar Link: http://www.austinschools.org/campus/mccallum/2015-2016%20AUSTIN%20
ISD%20CALENDAR.pdf v

Seeking Balance & Well Being?
Private Yoga Classes Structured
for Your Individual Needs
Yoga with Michelle Manley Chambers

By appointment only at Bodhi Healing Arts
2013-A West Anderson Lane
Austin, TX 78757
Visit www.yoga-with-mmc.com for more information
Call 917-319-4672 or email yogawithmmc@gmail.com
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Neighborhood Watch
Laura DiCarlo, ANA Safety Chair, lhdicarlo@yahoo.com

S

ince the April Neighborhood Watch
article, the ANA Safety Committee

has:
 started communicating with a new
APD District Representative (DR);
 monitored crime statistics;
 learned of criminal activity from and
posted about it on the Allandale listserv;
 learned of a citizen input meeting
regarding pedestrian and biking safety
on GNB 6/29;
 cleaned up and reported graffiti.

New DR—I mentioned in the April
newsletter that Officer Josh Metteauer
had been promoted, and Officer Will
Harvey, who has been a DR for 6 years,
took over as Baker 2 Central West DR.
To reach Officer Harvey with any concerns a patrol officer wouldn’t typically
cover, such as ongoing code compliance
issues, neighbor disputes, or educational
presentations, feel free to call or email
him at 512-974-8123 or william.harvey@
austintexas.gov.
Crime stats—In April and May, there

were five burglary of residences (BORs),
on Stoneway Dr., W. Frances Place,
Greenlawn Parkway, Vine St., and Highland Terrace. Jewelry and/or electronics
were stolen in four of the cases and firearms were taken from two of the homes.
Entry was gained in one of the houses by
jimmying the back door lock and then
leaving through the garage, which the
perpetrators left open after leaving. This
reminds us to:
 lock back gates
 install 3-inch screws in strike plates
 install motion lights
 make sure your deadbolts work
 lock up/hide valuables, ESPECIALLY
guns
 make sure serial numbers/pictures of
valuables are in a secure location (you
can email this information to yourself )
 turn on your alarm system if you have
one
 let neighbors know how to reach you
during the day (to let you know your
garage is open or that anything else
about your house is not secure)

ment complex on
North Loop, one was
at Northwest Park,
while the others were
on Hunt Trail, Strass,
Burnet, Shoal Creek
Blvd, and Pinecrest.
These numbers remind us that apartment
complexes and parks are a target for BOVs
because perpetrators have a large amount of
cars to choose from and many of the vehicles are parked a distance from the apartment in which the owners live or where the
owner is enjoying the park and/or pool.
When parked in a lot it is even more
important than it is in a private driveway
to hide valuables and lock doors. I will
ask Officer Harvey to drive through
Allandale apartment lots and NW Park
whenever he can to show police presence.
This is an issue at 2525 W. Anderson
Lane most months as well.
A trend seen on Pinecrest, Greenlawn,
and Dover Place over the last two months
is theft of car parts, such as hubcaps and
wheel covers. Chevy Tahoes seem to be
targeted, so please be vigilant if you own
this kind of car.
We had three burglary of vehicles
There have been two auto thefts in the
(BOVs) in May (NW Park,
Ellise,
and
Quarter Page Magazine(4.25”x5.5”)
last two months. One occurred at 6900
Wynona), but ten in April. Four of the
Burnet Rd. (Charles Maund Volkswagen)
April break-ins were at the same apart-
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and the other on Shoal Creek Blvd. just
before Anderson Lane.
There was a DWI accident on Highland Terrace in May and a resident was
arrested. There are usually a few DWI
cases per month in Allandale, and in the
last two months there were eight. Please
be vigilant when driving, and always call
911 if you see someone driving erratically.
Listserv and Suspicious Activity—
Crime topics on the listserv over the last
two months included: report of a fight
April 3rd near the pond at NW Park
involving a group of teens (police were
called and the perpetrators fled); hubcaps
stolen from two cars and a truck on
Dover Place; and a house burglarized just
off Shoal Creek Blvd. that backs up to the
greenbelt. A post on Nextdoor indicated
break-ins were happening along the creek
at the end of April all the way down to
west campus, but I have not heard that
there have been recent incidents.
Janker posted about incidents of illegal
dumping despite new “no dumping” signs
behind Marilyn along MoPac, and another resident posted about someone using
his construction dumpster on Marilyn. It
appears illegal dumping of construction

materials is becoming more of an issue as
the city has adopted more stringent
guidelines on disposal from construction
sites. Please call 311 if you see items that
have been dumped. The case will then be
assigned to a code compliance officer.
Officer Harvey can help communicate
with code compliance as well.
Great Northern Blvd.—I wrote in my
last article about the meeting regarding
biking and pedestrian co-existence on
Great Northern Blvd. and I am happy to
report the city has scheduled a community input meeting Wednesday, June 29th,
6:00–7:00 p.m. at North Village branch
library. Please plan to attend or contact
me with input if you cannot attend.
Graffiti—Allandale volunteers have
cleaned up and reported graffiti at the
retention pond, PONY field, along Great
Northern Blvd., at the Allandale Shoal
Creek greenbelt, and on McElroy in the
last 2 months. Please call 911 immediately if you see tagging in progress, and let
me know if you have an idea who may be
tagging “DUST” or “Aaron”.
I will close with the same summer
vacation safety tips I gave in the June
newsletter last year:

1. Leave a house key with just one
neighbor, not under the mat.
2. Tell only those who need to know
you are going away.
3. Leave inside and outside lights on
a timer to look like someone is
home.
4. Leave a car in the carport or garage
to look like someone is home.
5. Report vacation activities on Facebook or other social media outlets
only AFTER you return.
6. Stop mail and newspaper delivery
or make sure someone is picking it
up for you.
7. Ask someone to check for fliers on
your door when you’re away.
Take care and have a safe summer!
Come say hi to me at the Neighborhood
Watch table at the end of the 4th of July
parade route and feel free to email or text
me sooner if you are interested in becoming a block captain, helping with graffiti
removal, helping with the TAKE10 CPR
training in February, or getting involved
in safety issues surrounding biking/walking, etc. z
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512.658.8822

ALLANDALE AREA PROPERTY SALES YEAR IN REVIEW
TOTAL TRANSACTIONS
AVG SALES PRICE
AVG DAYS ON MARKET
AVG $/SQ FT
MAX PRICE SOLD
MIN PRICE SOLD

2013

2014

2015

98
$ 432,225
20
$ 235
$ 790,000
$ 277,500

108
$ 473,930
32
$ 255
$ 856,250
$ 300,000

77
$ 519,045
24
$ 266
$ 1,199,000
$ 310,000

All statistics & square footage are from Austin MLS for single family
residence as of January 12, 2016. For detailed market information
about your home contact Jason Heffron, Broker.

JASONHEFFRON.COM
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Long Standing Slavin
Nadal Has New
Directors
Margaret Hearne (with Kate Hearne)

E

ver since I was three years old, I have
taken ballet lessons at Slavin Nadal
School of Ballet on Burnet Road. Ms.
Slavin was my teacher for seven years. She
was always so elegant and graceful. I
loved having her as my teacher. Sadly, she
passed away last October, less than a year
after her husband died. They directed the
school together. Both had been professional dancers. They even founded Ballet
Austin and served as its first artistic directors. They really were quite a team.
I wasn’t sure if the school would continue. Luckily, though, Mr. and Mrs.
Slavin had made arrangements with a former student, Joseph Nygen Cox. Along
with his wife, Kimberly Nygen Cox, they
would become the new directors. So, in
December, they moved to Austin with
their two children. They decided to settle
here in Allandale.
Recently, Mr. Cox sat down with me to

12

talk about his background and his vision
for the school.
Mr. Cox was born and raised in Austin. He began dancing when he was six
years old, in 1977. He studied under Mr.
and Mrs. Slavin until he was 17, when he
began his professional career at Ballet
Austin. He had a successful career, and
was a principal dancer for the Louisville
Ballet. Most recently, he was a Professor
of Dance at the University of Arkansas at
Little Rock, where he also taught dance
classes. His career was going so well, I
wondered why he decided to come back
to Slavin Nadal.
“Through the years, I remained in touch
with Mr. and Mrs. Slavin and really considered them family,” he said. “Mrs. Slavin
told my wife Kimberly and me that she
and Mr. Slavin wanted us to take over as
the directors. She said we were the only
ones they wanted. She felt that, since we
had both professional and teaching experience as they had, we would be able to keep
their vision of the school alive. This school
is such a special place that we promised her
we would do just that. Plus, I really love
Austin and am very happy to be back.”

Not only will Mr. and Mrs. Cox be
teaching, but they have also brought
another teacher in who will specialize in
the beginning classes with the youngest
children. Like Mr. and Mrs. Slavin, Mr.
and Mrs. Cox recognize the importance
of the beginning dancer to learn the
foundations of ballet at a slow pace.
It’s also important, though, to make
sure the classes are fun for young children. That’s why they thought Ms. Emily
Karnes would be the perfect fit. She studied under Mr. Cox in Arkansas and she
has taught children’s classes for five years,
so she already has a lot of experience.
When asked about the future of the
school, Mr. Cox had a lot to say. He talked about some big changes coming up.
The biggest news is that they will be
moving the studio. It will still be close to
Allandale, on Anderson Lane, but it will
be more accessible to the Greater North
Austin community. The studios will be
larger so there will be more opportunities
for small performances.
These performances will not include
competitions though. “We focus on slowly and steadily developing talent in a way

that will allow students to maximize their
capabilities. My goal is to give students
the best shot at opportunities in the professional world or in the University environment.”
I will miss Mrs. Slavin and the cozy old
studio. But I am excited about the future
of Slavin Nadal. If you are interested in
finding out more about Slavin Nadal,
please visit their website, www.slavinnadal.com z

Pet Corner: Should my
pet see an
acupuncturist?

an approved training institution and then
completing an internship and an exam.
Practitioners can further pursue a Certification in Veterinary Chinese Herbalism
(CVCH).
Austin is fortunate to have at least ten
veterinary acupuncturists, including Dr.
Amy Birdwell, right here in Allandale. Dr.
Birdwell practices two days a week at the
North Austin Animal Hospital at 5608
Burnet Road, and one day a week at
Heart of Texas Specialty Animal Hospital
in Round Rock. Recently I sat down with

Dr. Birdwell to get her take on the benefits of veterinary acupuncture.
What conditions can acupuncture
help? “Acupuncture can help almost any
illness but is especially good for chronic
conditions: kidney, adrenal, Cushing’s,
autoimmune, arthritis, IBD, allergies,
respiratory, arthritis, diabetes, etc. Even
when we want to continue Western medical treatments for a chronic condition,
acupuncture can lower dosages for
required drug maintenance or lower negaCONTINUED ON PAGE 14

An interview with Dr. Amy Birdwell DVM,
Certified Veterinary Acupuncturist, and Certified Veterinary Chinese Herbalist
Rebecca Shieber

“In western medical terms, acupuncture can assist the body to heal itself
by affecting certain physiological
changes. For example, acupuncture
can stimulate nerves, increase blood
circulation, relieve muscle spasm,
and cause the release of hormones,
such as endorphins (one of the
body’s pain control chemicals) and
cortisol (a natural steroid).”

A certified veterinary acupuncturist
must first be a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM). Therefore, all vet acupuncturists have the knowledge and training to
offer a combination of Western and Eastern medical approaches to your pet’s care,
although some may choose to practice
exclusively one or the other. To become a
Certified Veterinary Acupuncturist
requires taking a certification course with
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ave you ever wondered, “Wow, what
could acupuncture do for my pet?”
or “what on earth could acupuncture do
for my pet?” As it turns out, the answer
is, “Quite a lot!”
According to the International Veterinary Acupuncture Society (IVAS), acupuncture can treat paralysis, inflammation, allergies, pain, arthritis and other
musculoskeletal problems, nerve injury,
respiratory illness, skin disorders, gastrointestinal problems, and more. IVAS says:

OFF

H

DENTAL
TREATMENT

Expires July 30, 2016. Call for details.

Accepting
Medicaid &
CHIP

Children should have
their first dental checkup
by their first birthday.

Central Austin

1015 West 34th St.

Located on Medical Pkwy and 34th St
across from Bailey Square Hospital

Now offering
&

Make an appointment at

(512) 206-2929

www.LoneStarPediatricDental.com
13

Pet Corner: Should my pet see an acupuncturist?
Continued from page 13

tive side effects. That’s especially important for medications like steroids that we
may want to use to control a major illness, but which can have negative impacts
on other aspects of an animal’s health.
Sometimes we see a chronic condition
that could be helped by say, a surgical
procedure, but there are reasons such as
age or weakness where surgery is not
appropriate for that animal. Or there are
cases where an animal can’t take steroids
or the standard medication. Then acupuncture and herbs can be an alternative
treatment to relieve pain or improve
symptoms.
I also find acupuncture to be very helpful for older pets or animals who have lost
vitality for various reasons. Acupuncture
helps to restore energy, strengthen the
immune system, and relieve pain. It can
stimulate appetite in animals who are losing weight due to illness. Overall, acupuncture helps support the system’s ability to heal and stabilize itself.”
What animals can receive acupunc-

ture? “All animals of all ages and sizes can
benefit from acupuncture. In addition to
dogs and cats, I’ve worked on snakes, lizards and birds. On average, cats and horses are more responsive than dogs and
humans to acupuncture treatment, interestingly enough. We even see that animals
do acupressure on themselves, rubbing
trigger points against objects to get relief.”
Are there any pets who are not good
candidates for acupuncture? “In humans
as well as animals, about 5% of patients
are just not very responsive to acupuncture (but can still respond to herbal treatments). Another 5% are hyper- responsive. So there is a spectrum, but we don’t
really know where a particular patient is
on that spectrum until we treat them. So
I would say there are no untreatable animals, but there are some who may not
respond strongly to treatment.”
Does acupuncture hurt? “Not generally. In fact, acupuncture releases endorphins, the “feel-good” chemicals that help
release pain. So most pets find it very

relaxing. An acupuncture appointment is
so different from a standard vet exam,
because even when animals come in very
nervous, the treatment actually feels good
and they start to relax. I’ve had patients
fall asleep during treatments. And I’ve
had patients who didn’t even flinch when
I put in needles, but complained when I
removed them!
If an animal has lost a lot of weight,
needle acupuncture can be uncomfortable
because the skin has so little padding to
hold the needle. Then I may do acupressure or low-level laser acupuncture and
stimulate points that way. Also if an animal has arthritis in their limbs as many of
our older pets do, they can be very sensitive about having their paws touched. In
those cases I may do a combination treatment, using laser for the more sensitive
areas and needles elsewhere.”
How do you know where to put needles? “Human as well as veterinary acupuncture is observational. We know the
general anatomy of the animal, we know

STEVE’S
PLUMBING
REPAIR
sewer & drain service  fiber optic drain line inspections
 free estimates  satisfaction guaranteed
Steve Brougher
Master License M-39722

512-276-7476
2605 Buell Avenue
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where the major nerve connections are,
we know how the energy flows along
meridians. But the particular pressure
points will vary slightly among individuals. So basically I use touch to test the
areas which I expect to be involved from
the patient’s clinical symptoms—is he
here for respiratory, heart, intestinal
issues?—and I can feel where the pressure
points are that need to be activated.
Acupuncture helps restore the body to
homeostasis. The idea is to put the system
back in balance by increasing or decreasing blood flow to different areas. Some
areas are inflamed or over-stimulated, and
others are blocked or dampened. Acupuncture opens the energy flow.”
How do you know it’s working?
“There are a variety of clinical symptoms
demonstrating endorphin release, such as
clear nasal drainage, or just seeing the
animal become sleepy and relaxed. Once
I was doing acupuncture on a very nervous cat for the first time, and I had put
maybe 2 needles in, and she curled up on
the blanket and went to sleep! We also
feel pulses, and read body language.
And of course, we look for symptomatic improvement when the animal returns
home. Does an arthritis patient have

more mobility? Does an older pet have
more energy? Does a chronically ill pet
have more appetite? Does an IBD patient
have less GI upset? The response that
most surprised me was a patient whose
heart disease actually got better as measured by echocardiogram. He was one of
the 5% hyper-responsive to acupuncture.”
Are there any guidelines for how
often a patient will need acupuncture?
“It’s hard to generalize but for chronic illnesses, I tell clients to expect to come
every 1-3 months once maintenance is
reached. Older pets I may see every week
or two weeks, younger pets can usually go
longer unless they’re having an acute
flare-up of symptoms. Herbs can help
extend the effective time of a treatment so
patients don’t have to come in as often.”
How did you get into acupuncture
and Eastern medicine? “I saw other
practitioners doing it and the powerful
effects it could have, and I thought, ‘I
want to add that to my tool kit!’ I had
lost an elderly dog myself, a 15-year-old
German Shepherd, and struggled with
what else I could have done to help him.
His example inspired me to want to offer
this kind of care to other older pets.
It is amazing how much more energy

and general vitality an older or chronically sick animal can get from acupuncture.
Plus it’s very attractive as a vet to do
something helpful that the pet actually
enjoys—which is not always the usual vet
experience! I’ve been doing acupuncture
about 5 years now, and I’ve found it creates a whole different relationship with
my patients.”
You do both “regular” Western vet
medicine and Eastern acupuncture/herbs?
“I enjoy combining western and Chinese
practice. I feel that the Western approach
is especially strong in diagnostic technologies, and I like having a diversity of techniques for treatment. I think it’s good to
use all of our knowledge and combine it
all together. But acupuncture is one of
the most rewarding things I do as a vet
because the effects are immediate, and the
pet usually actually enjoys it.”
Which patients do you most enjoy?
“I really enjoy working with older pets
because acupuncture can so dramatically
improve their quality and quantity of life.
Often, too, those are the animals with
chronic conditions for which acupuncture
is such an effective tool. When a pet gets
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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Pet Corner: Should my pet
see an acupuncturist?
Continued from page 15

older, changes happen gradually. You
don’t realize how much of his past activities the pet is missing, or how different
she’s become, until treatment starts, and
then I hear clients say, “Oh he’s starting
to play with his toys again, she’s starting
to eat more, he’s more interactive with me
again.” I think that’s what makes me the
happiest, when you don’t even realize
something is wrong until you see the difference. Sometimes it’s relieving pain and
sometimes it’s increasing energy or mood.
You can almost see their former personality come back.”
How does one learn to be a vet acupuncturist? “There are 3 major organizations in the U.S. that offer training: the
International Veterinary Acupuncture
Society (IVAS), the Colorado Veterinary
Medical Association (CVMA), and the
Chi Institute. The certifying organization
in the U.S. is the American Academy of
Veterinary Acupuncture (AAVA). I took

my training with IVAS in San Antonio,
which was over 130 hours for the acupuncture class, plus a 40-hour internship
and a case report. I then did a further certification in Chinese herbal medicine
with the Chi Institute, which required
150+ hours of training and then review of
practice.”
If you think you’re ready for a pet acupuncturist or want to learn more, check
out these websites: http://www.aava.org/,
https://www.ivas.org/, https://www.tcvm.
com/. z

Not Everything (but at
least a few things) We
Should Know About
Affordable Housing
(Part 1)
Jean Latsha

O

ne definition of “affordable” is
believed to be “within one’s financial means.” This seems accurate, but
obviously “affordable” is a relative term.

it’s on us
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So if affordability is relative, then what do
we mean when we use the term “affordable housing?” The U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development
(“HUD”) defines it as housing for which
the occupant(s) is/are paying no more
than 30% of her income for gross housing costs, including utilities. This applies
to households of all income levels, but
typically when people (including elected
officials) talk about a need for affordable
housing, they aren’t worried about the
person making $150k a year. While she
may be paying more than 30% of her
income in housing costs, that was probably by choice, and she probably still has
plenty left over to live on anyway. So for
purposes of this article, we’ll assume
“affordable housing” is income and rent
restricted, meaning it is only available for
those at lower income levels and rents are
capped. (I won’t get into what affordability might mean in terms of homeownership or discuss what income levels should
be served here.)
Perhaps the most effective mechanism
for providing affordable housing is the
Low-Income Housing Tax Credit

(“HTC”) Program, and that’s what this is
about. This program is NOT public
housing or “Section 8,” or any HUD program that provides either direct rental
subsidy to tenants or operating subsidy to
owners. Many of us have seen the flaws in
these programs and some resulting “projects” that unfortunately don’t seem to
serve the community in a positive manner. (HUD has recently implemented a
program that allows for the conversion of
these projects to HTC developments, but
that’s a topic for another day.) The HTC
Program is an IRS program established by
the Reagan administration in 1986 as
part of the Tax Reform Act, and it incentivizes private investment in affordable
housing. It is administered by state agencies (in Texas, TDHCA), not HUD.
This is how it works. (For clarification,
there are actually two types of HTCs, and
the numbers here reflect a typical scenario
for one of them—but the two work similarly.) The developer/owner receives an
annual award of tax credits from
TDHCA, let’s say in the amount of $1.5
million. It’s a 10-year credit, so it’s really
worth $15 million in actual credit against
one’s tax liability. Guys like you and me,
and most development companies for
that matter, don’t need $15 million in tax
credits. (I wish I did!) But big corporations like Bank of America and Verizon
do. So they buy the credits, let’s say for
93 cents on the dollar, or about $14 million in this case. Then assume it costs $20
million to build the development. The
owner has the $14 million from the sale
of the credits, but he still needs to finance
the other $6 million, and he does that
with a mortgage just like any other developer.
That means he has a mortgage payment to make every month. The only
difference between a HTC developer and
a market rate developer is that the former
is paying on a $6 million mortgage
instead of a $16-18 million mortgage for
the same $20 million development. So
the HTC developer can charge lower
rents, and the IRS and TDHCA require
him to do just that. He is also required to
rent only to households of a certain
income level, specifically those making
60% or less of the Area Median Income
(AMI). (In Austin, 60% of AMI for a
family of four is $46,080.) Keep in mind

the HTC developer still needs to collect
rent to pay that mortgage, just like any
other property owner. But unlike other
developers, he is also monitored frequently by TDHCA and is required to own the
property for a long time. So it is absolutely in his best interest to build and maintain a quality product and to ensure that
he has good tenants who are paying their
rent.
Well, that all sounds great, but why did
that HTC developer pick that site right
there? Stay tuned for an article in the next
newsletter for some answers. z

The Grove at Shoal
Creek—Build it Better
Ranleigh Hirsh

W

e are approaching the final stages
of The Grove at Shoal Creek
Planned Unit Development (PUD) city
review and approval process. The Bull
Creek Road Coalition (BCRC) was
formed in 2012 and is made up of residents from seven neighborhoods surrounding the 75-acre, former state-owned
land at West 45th Street and Bull Creek
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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The Grove at Shoal Creek—
Build it Better
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

Road. BCRC promotes compatibility
with surrounding neighborhoods and
increased parkland as indicated by neighbor survey results.
BCRC continues to meet with city
staff, commissioners, council members,
and advocacy groups promoting ways to
improve The Grove development with its
unprecedented size and density. Recently,
BCRC released news about two efforts
under way, a lawsuit on petition rights,
and increasing support from non-BCRC
neighborhood associations.
BCRC organized a lawsuit on petition
rights for homeowners who live within
200 ft. of The Grove. The City of Austin
doesn’t recognize the rights of these
homeowners to protest the zoning change
at The Grove because the city considers it
unzoned land, and initial zoning of
unzoned land is not considered a zoning
change. Many neighborhoods in Austin
with large state, university, or city tracts

eagerly await the judicial ruling on the
rights of these private citizens. For more
information go to http://www.bcrcatx.
org/2016/04/27/neighbors-of-the-grovepud-sue-city-over-denial-of-protest-rights/
Recently, both the Austin Neighborhoods Council (ANC) and Hyde Park
Neighborhood Association (HPNA)
voted to support BCRC’s alternate vision
for a more appropriately scaled Grove
development. ANC voted unanimously to
support development that mitigates its
impact on surrounding neighborhoods.
Soon afterward, HPNA voted to do the
same. Both resolutions are very comprehensive and can be viewed at the following links:




ANC Resolution: http://www.bcrcatx.
org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Austin-Neighborhoods-Council-Resolution.pdf
Hyde Park NA Resolution (see page 3):
http://www.bcrcatx.org/wp-content/
uploads/2015/08/Hyde-Park-NA-Resolution.pdf

BCRC worked continuously with city
staff in March, April, and May to voice
concerns about key aspects of the PUD
proposal. BCRC would like to see substantially more from The Grove PUD
than meeting minimum requirements as
it does today. As you may know, Austin
city code requires that a PUD application
be “superior” to conventional zoning in
exchange for significant development flexibility and zoning entitlements. On May
7th, the City of Austin staff ’s preliminary
report did not recommend The Grove
PUD in its current form as superior. The
city’s professional reviewers identified
many of the same issues with The Grove
PUD that BCRC and neighbors have
been expressing for the past year. City
staff indicated that The Grove did not
meet superiority in two priority areas,
Traffic/Transportation and Parkland, but
it did meet superiority with affordable
housing and environmental/drainage.
Throughout May and early June, city
staff worked with the developer to address
areas that lack superiority by proposing
lower total square footage, among other
things. The May 24th Parks Board hear-
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ing on The Grove’s parks ended with a
vote to support staff ’s recommendation of
“not superior,” stating that the park’s
active recreation areas were limited or had
no access due to environmental features.
Additionally, parkland lacked visibility
from a public street, raising safety concerns. Then on June 2nd, the Environmental Commission (EC) held their hearing on The Grove PUD. After long hours
of public input, the EC voted to delay
their assessment of PUD superiority until
their next meeting, and asked staff to
negotiate and find resolution on a number of concerns. Items for staff to address
included: lack of superiority on parks; a
drainage plan to ensure safety of surrounding properties; a contingency plan
for unresolved drainage issues; air quality;
noise pollution; green building levels; tree
protection; incentives to reduce car trips;
and reduction in square footage of development. The EC’s next meeting is on
June 15th.
The city’s boards and commissions provide our City Council with an assessment
of The Grove PUD proposal after holding public hearings. The next public hear-

ings will most likely be the Zoning &
Platting Commission on June 21st, then
on to City Council. These are our LAST
opportunities to make our voices heard to
our elected leaders and decision makers.
We encourage all neighbors to email
your thoughts and concerns to each
Commissioner and Council member as
the PUD works its way through the hearing process. Please plan on attending
public hearings as they approach. Stay
tuned to http://www.bcrcatx.org/ for
more updates! z

Allandale Eating: Barley
Swine, ANY Time!
Laura Beck

I

n the February issue, I wrote about the
opening of Barley Swine and that I was
worried I wasn’t “Foodie” enough to be
worthy. Well, I’m proud to say I make the
cuts, and you would too! My husband and
I had dinner there on a Friday night,
without reservations, and were seated
right away, and got an order in on the

Swine Time happy hour menu before it
was over (runs from 5 to 6:30 p.m. Monday through Friday). We each ordered a
drink off the happy hour menu (yum!)
and then one of everything of the food
specials. The grilled carrot, octopus, peanut and avocado was awesome (though I
did leave the octopus to the man of the
table). The snapper corn dog I didn’t
touch (I don’t do anything from under the
sea) but my husband said was very good.
The fried chicken done in fish bone caramel scared me a bit (fish!) but was fantastic. FANTASTIC. I wanted to order a second! But we still had the grilled strawberries, snap peas and chevre coming, as well
as the cheese fondue which you tossed
with lettuce. Both so so good, I really
didn’t have room left for the wagyu rib
steak served with beans and sauerkraut,
but I forced myself to keep up the fight
and find room for its deliciousness. We
loved everything, and were full to the
brim, which was a bummer, because the
dessert options sounded fantastic too, and
I still have yet to try those pig skin nooCONTINUED ON PAGE 20
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Allandale Eating: Barley
Swine, ANY Time!
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

dles. I’m now game to give them a go on
my next visit because I know nothing at
Barley Swine will disappoint.
And please don’t let its reputation scare
you off! Unlike the original location that
was so small with lines all the time, odds
are you will get seated right away at our
Allandale location! There is more seating,

and a great patio, and they want us there
anytime, not just special occasions. Especially with Swine Time, it’s not only delicious, it’s also reasonably priced.
Get thee to Barley Swine! It’s High Time
for your own Swine Time! Let me know
what you think and save room for some
fish bone caramel—who knew this antiseafood girl would love it! Open 7 days a
week, 5-10:00 p.m. (and later on Friday
and Saturday), Barley Swine does take reservations, just call 512-394-8150. z

Up to date on your ANA dues? See form on back page

A Rockstar from
Allandale! Introducing
Suzy Oleson

I

’m Suzy Oleson, a born-and-raised
Allandale native. I loved growing up in
the heart of Austin, the “Live Music Capitol of the World,” in the early 1990s.
Given my upbringing in our lovely neighborhood, it seems only natural that I
would feel a very deep connection to
writing and playing American rootsinspired rock & roll. From the time I
started school at Gullett, to the time I
graduated from McCallum in 2008, I
developed an ardent love of playing the
mandolin, guitar, clawhammer banjo, and
became an avid songwriter. I was able to
cultivate all of those skills while attending
the McCallum Fine Arts Program, and by
the time I graduated, I had secured a spot
at the prestigious Berklee College of
Music in Boston.
During my college years, I played mandolin, sang, wrote songs, and put many
miles under my belt with the Bostonbased bluegrass band, Chasing Blue. After
nearly six years playing bluegrass and
touring with Chasing Blue, I felt the need

Highland Village
Church of Christ
4716 Bull Creek

2nd Annual Old-Tyme
July 4 Celebration
10am - 2pm
Hot dogs, pies, iced tea
Games, music
Free Admission
Everyone Welcome
Vacation Bible School Hidden Treasures
July 25-27
7pm -8pm
Ages through Elementary
School
Sack supper provided

20
20

Website: http://www.suzyoleson.com
Listen: https://soundcloud.com/suzyoleson
Buy: http://suzyoleson.bandcamp.com/releases
Social: https://www.facebook.com/suzyolesonmusic, https://
twitter.com/howdysuzy, https://instagram.com/wake_up_little_
suzy z

Allandale Outside: Tomato Research
and More
Ginger Soule

to change directions, and moved to Nashville, TN to grow as a
musician and focus on my songwriting.
Since moving to Nashville in the fall of 2014, I was able to
make lots of new talented musician friends, as well as reconnect
with friends from my college years, with whom I was able to
collaborate to record my first solo album. Recording for the
album began in early Summer 2015 in the studio my roommate
built in the second half of our house. This album became a fairly big departure from my bluegrass background, but was really
brought to life by my folky and rock & roll influences inspired
by growing up in the Austin music scene. The album was
released in September 2015, and I have since been touring
throughout Texas and the Nashville area to support it. This
album is something I’m very proud of, and is a heart-felt representation of my musical upbringing in Allandale. It’s now available at local record shops like Waterloo Records, and is also
available online. For more information, please see the websites
listed below:

R

ecent research includes experiments using red colored
equipment when growing tomatoes. Supposedly red cages/
supports and bug netting result in faster fruit ripening. In past
years, I’ve had excellent results using petticoat netting (available
at fabric stores) but this year I’m using a light red rather than
green to prevent troublesome insects such as stink bugs, lygus
(leaf-footed) bugs which sting fruit leaving a black squishy spot,
tomato hornworms (larva of the humming bird moth) and others. I use rectangular supports which are galvanized, and hope
the red netting will be sufficient. If you choose to use petticoat
netting, here’s how I put it together: Use 2-3 yards of netting
horizontally around a large cage, or less if the tomato variety
won’t get too large, clothespin the excess together on north side
of the support so as not to block any sun. A second piece goes
over the top, pinned in several places to the bottom. This allows
easy access to harvest fruit. The squirrels, Mocking Birds and
Blue Jays won’t be happy, but so be it! Also, since tomatoes are
wind pollinated, netting won’t interfere with pollination.
The only critters netting won’t keep out are spider mites
which get bad when it gets really hot. However, netting is open
enough to permit foliar feeding, and hard jets of water from a
hose are helpful against mites. The minute you detect mite
damage (mid- to upper-height straw colored leaves and tiny
webbing where leaves join stems), spray every three days, which
should get them under control. The first spray gets live mites,
the second and third sprays are to get newly hatched mites, as
the spray will not kill their eggs. If they get too far ahead of
you, plants may not recover. Insecticidal soap prepared by package directions is also successful. Regular spraying approximately
every 10 days with liquid seaweed extract toughens plant tissues
against insect damage on all plants, not just tomatoes. (Yellowing leaves that start at bottom of plant are usually a disease—
not a mite—problem).
Caution! In summer, spraying should be done only in early
morning and late afternoon/early evening, as any liquid on
leaves can magnify sunlight which can burn leaves. Blossom end
rot is a problem of erratic watering, and skin splitting results
from plants trying to take up too much water in a short time
span. Our copious rainfall likely will increase both these problems this season. Well-draining soil is helpful, raised beds are
best.
Now for a caution: Because we will be bombarded by news of
Zika and ways to kill mosquitos, do not be taken in by advertisements for mosquito misting systems claiming to use a chryCONTINUED ON PAGE 23
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Allandale Outside: Tomato
Research and More

More Allandale Eating: Pizza Tour (part 2)
Robert E. Mace

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 21

santhemum extract. The plant extract
they are using DOES NOT come from
the common garden chrysanthemum;
instead it is Chrysanthemum Cinererifolium, a native of Africa and it is toxic.
Early in the history of organics, Pyrethrum from this plant, as well as Rotenone and Sabadilla Dust, were widely
used. They are no longer recommended
because of their toxicity on skin or when
inhaled. New information indicates pyrethrum may be a cause of birth defects
(undefined), whereas any treatment that
can be applied at ground level and doesn’t
become airborne is safer.
A completely safe treatment is the mosquito larvacide Bacillus Thurengiensis
Israeliensis, sold in the form of “mosquito
dunks” (compressed donut shaped rings).
They can be used whole in ponds or
water features, or broken up into small
pieces put into water containers or pot
saucers. This bacillus is harmless to anything except mosquito larva. Around
doorways and shady places where mosquitoes congregate, you can use mosquito
repelling granulated products. They help,
but need reapplication frequently. I won’t
use DEET directly on my skin as it is
toxic and absorbed through the skin.
Instead, I use an aroma therapy grade
rosemary oil generously on skin, and collar and bottoms of jeans. It lasts only
about 25 minutes and must be repeated,
but is so much safer. No thanks to Dow
Chemical; chemistry does not always produce better living!
Happy gardening and may we all have
a biteless summer! z

The full version of this article can be found on our website.

W

elcome to Part 2 of a multi-part series about pizza in the ‘hood. To recap, we’ve
already partaken of the pies at Little Deli (3.5 out of 5 stars), Rebel Pizza (4
stars), and the glorious Bufalina Due (5 stars). Up next are East Side Pies, Pinthouse
Pizza, and Brooklyn Pie Co. As a reminder, I’m focusing on local pizza providers and
comparing the standard bearer of pies: pepperoni.
Pinthouse Pizza (4 stars)
4729 Burnet Road; (512) 436-9605; dine in; third party delivery available
The haiku review:
nice picnic tables
topped with piping hot pizza
and cold site-brewed beer
East Side Pies (4 stars)
1809-1 West Anderson Lane; (512) 467-8900; takeout and delivery; slices available onsite
The haiku review:
started in the east
they are now on the north side
thin crispy goodness
Brooklyn Pie Co. (2 stars)
5425 Burnet Road; (512) 291-6583; dine-in, takeout, and delivery
The haiku review:
go into Woodrow’s
order beer and some pizza
separate billings z

Read the full reviews from part 2 of the pizza tour,
including pics, on our website
www.allandaleneighbor.com.

INTERESTED
IN ADVERTISING?
We have reasonable rates!
allandaleneighbor@gmail.com
or 512-348-8247.

23
23

Allandale Neighborhood Association
New or Renewal Membership
Celebrate Allandale: Love It. Protect It.
All residents within Allandale’s boundaries are welcome to join the
Allandale Neighborhood Association. Annual dues are $20 per
household or $10 (over age 55 household). Membership runs
January-December. Dues may be paid in advance for multiple
years.

Allandale Neighborhood
Association
PO Box 10886
Austin, TX 78766-1886

Name_____________________________________________
Address & Zip______________________________________
Phone ____________________________________________
E-mail___________________________________________
Membership rates:  $20 dues per household
 $10 dues per age 55+ household
(OPTIONAL:  I’m including an additional contribution of
$________ to ANA’s legal fund)
Please make checks payable to:
ANA  PO Box 10886  Austin, TX 78766-1886
Or join online via PayPal at: www.allandaleneighbor.com

Postal Customer
Austin, TX

I am willing to serve on the following committees:
 Bylaws
 Communications
 Finance
 Memberhip
 Nominating
 Safety
 Zoning and Planning
 Other_______________________________________

Call us today to schedule your free estimate!
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